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A Publication of Highland Terrace Baptist Church 

                                                                                                  Greenville, Texas                     
 

December 5, 2012                                                                                                                                                                                                                     www.highlandterrace.net 

 Church Family 
 

I don’t know about you but it is hard for me to believe that December has already arrived. I don’t know why that 

is so surprising because as far as I know time has only stood still one time (Joshua 10:12-13). January through 

November have come and gone and now December is officially “ON”! December is a good month and filled 

with lots of activities and opportunities to share the Good News about the first and second coming of Jesus 

Christ! The message of Christmas is incomplete without knowledge of the Second Coming. The first coming of 

Jesus took place more than 2,000 years ago but the second coming of Jesus can happen at any moment! Think 

about it, history is divided into BC (before Christ) and AD (anno Domini, in the year of the Lord). All other 

events in human history are dated by how many days and years it has been since Jesus Christ was born through 

the Virgin Mary! Since God has so acted in human history, then I submit to you that it really is GOOD NEWS of 

GREAT JOY just like the angel said it was to the Shepherds (Luke 2:8-11). There are too many people who 

think of Jesus as still being a baby in the manger but He is not in the manger, hanging on a cross or dead in a 

tomb. He is the risen Lord who ascended back to heaven, given the seat at the right hand of God and very soon 

He is going to return to the earth and put an end to evil and suffering for His children! So every time you have an 

opportunity to say Merry Christmas please do so and be prepared to tell them why it is or can be a Merry Christ-

mas for them!  
 

A great big SHOUT OUT goes to Steve, the combined choirs, hand-bell ringers, instrumentalists and sound and 

lighting teams for the Christmas Musical Sunday evening! One of the highlights of this service for me is to par-

ticipate with you in giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions. This year our goal 

is $36,800 and due to your faithfulness in giving to our Faith Commitment Offering each week or month 

throughout the year, we had already received and given $27,988.48 to our Lottie Moon Christmas offering for 

International Missions! Sunday evening we gave an additional $6,741 for a combined total of $34,739.48! We 

still have almost three months to give to our Faith Commitment Offering before our next Global Impact Celebra-

tion February 20-24, 2013! I don’t know about you but that makes me want to say WELL GLORY!  
 

In closing I am challenging myself and you to do something that I believe will be very fruitful. Between now and 

Christmas Day let’s see how many people we can affirm as being a blessing to our life. A.W. Tozer said that we 

need to affirm the saints around us because true saints rarely know how great a blessing they are to oth-

ers. Ask the Lord to bring to your mind some people who are a blessing and inspiration to you and take the time 

to let them know how much of a blessing they have been to you. I believe it will surprise you at how many peo-

ple have little to no idea of just what a blessing they are. They are too busy blessing to keep records (smile)! 

 

I look forward to seeing you Sunday and I will once again be swinging the two-edged sword!  

 

Brother Bobby  

Sunday, December 2, 2012 

 Bible Study Attendance             831 

  Total Worship Attendance                  701 

Received Sunday                                                            $48,777.00 

Weekly Requirements $35,217.00 

Received to Date  $1,700,129,25 

Required to Date $1,725,633.00 

 

Holiday Schedule: 

 Dec. 09:  Christmas Carol Concert  (pm service) 

 Dec. 16:  Adult Musical (THE SONG) 

 Dec. 19:  Gingerbread Village (pre-K-6th gr. families) 

 Dec. 23:  NO Evening Services 

 Dec. 24:  Church offices Closed 

 Dec. 24:  Candlelight Service and Lord’s Supper 

 Dec. 25:  Church offices Closed;  

        No Newsletter   

 Dec. 26:  NO AWANA 

 Dec. 30:  NO Newsletter this Week 

 Jan. 01:  Church Office Closed 

 Jan. 02:  NO Evening Services 

God’s Special Woman 

Widows Luncheon  

And  

Christmas Tour of Homes 

We will be touring several  

 beautifully decorated homes of our 
church family. 

Tues. Dec. 11th—10:45 am 

Special Friends Room  

Sign up in atrium  



55+ Young At Heart 
 

                              
  

As I write this we are getting ready for our 11th Annual 
Young at Heart 55+ Christmas Banquet. This is always an 
exciting time and we have fun, fellowship and enjoy having a 
meal together. We appreciate those who worked hard to 
help Linda and I prepare for the banquet.   Robert Morris, 
Gene Hawkins, Fred and Vera Samuel, Roy and Laurice 
Rayburn and Chuck and Carmen Foti.   Vera spent much of 
time on the floor working decorating the columns!   Glad she 
could get back up.  It is always a lot of fun working with this 

group of dedicated people.   
 

During this season of joy, decorations, music, plays and par-
ties, etc., we must realize that Satan is alive and well. Spir-
itual warfare is everywhere—many homes and churches, 
yes churches are hanging out an invisible sign “Welcome 
Satan” and don’t even realize it.  He delights in bringing 
Christians down.  We must KEEP our homes and churches 
covered with prayer.  Satan delights in taking this holy sea-
son and turning it into his season.  Stay prayed up and don’t 

let your guard down.   
 

Bro. Royce 

CHURCHWIDE VISITATION 
 

Monday, December 10, 2012 at  6 pm. Meet 
in the gym—NO meal. Sign up in the atri-
um. We will deliver mugs. 

 

New Royal Baby on the Way! 
 
The doctors and the news prophets have predicted that a new royal 
baby is on the way.  Prince William and Kate are expecting their first 
child.  They are in the prayers of many.  Many nations around the 
globe are focused on the birth of this long awaited and promised 
child.  In fact, bookies are already taking odds on whether the baby 
will be a boy or a girl and what the new baby will be named.  Since 
the laws have recently changed, whether the baby is a boy or a girl, 
it will become third in the line of succession for the throne.  Seems 
like a lot of pressure for a baby. 
 

This current news reminds me of another predicted birth long ago of 
a royal birth.  Isaiah, the Lord’s prophet said, “For a child will be born 
to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His 
shoulders;” (Isaiah 9:6).  The prophet even told on which throne the 
child would reign, “There will be no end to the increase of His gov-
ernment or of peace, on the throne of David and over his king-
dom,” (9:7).  In fact the same prophet told us that this royal baby 
would be a boy and even told us the baby’s name, “Behold, a virgin 
will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanu-
el” (7:14).   
 

Of course, there are some significant differences between these two 
births.  The 21st century baby will be born in a pristine hospital and 
come home to live in a palace.  The 1st century baby was born in a 
stable and was raised in a carpenter’s home.  The 21st century baby 
may possibly sit on the throne of his father for a few earthly years.  
The 1st century baby was promised an eternal throne from his Heav-
enly Father.  “There will be no end to the increase of His government 
or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to estab-
lish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on 
and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish 
this” (Isaiah 9:7). 
 

I should also point out that there is one very significant similarity 
between the two royals.  They are both promised earthly thrones.  
Isaiah said that the child would occupy the throne of David.  It is 
interesting that even though Jesus held the right to the throne of 
David by lineage, claimed to be a King, and was crucified as “King of 
the Jews,” he never occupied the earthly throne of David during his 
first coming.  That is reserved for his second coming.  One of my 
favorite songs to sing at Christmas time is “Joy To The World” but it 
does not talk about Jesus’ first coming.  It sings about his second 
coming.  “Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her 
King! Let every heart prepare him room and heaven and nature 
sing.”  Looking backward to his first coming with thanksgiving and to 
his second coming with joy! 
 

Keep Looking up! 
 
Bro. Kelly 

 

Dec. 10 
Romans 11-13 

Dec. 11 
Romans 14-16 

Dec. 12 
Acts 20: 4-23: 35 

Dec. 13 
Acts 24-26 

Dec. 14 
Acts 27-28 

 

Dec. 15 
Colossians: 
Philemon 

 

Dec. 16 
Ephesians 

 

Carol Concert 
 

 Please, allow me to invite you to a Christmas Carol Concert this 

Sunday evening at our 6:00 p.m. worship time. 

 The evening will be led off with a HANDBELL CONCERT by the 

Celebration Ringers in the Atrium at 5:40 p.m. as you come in. 

 Then the Adult Choir will lead off the evening in the Worship Cen-
ter.  There will be several of our soloists presenting special Christmas 
selections, and the Celebration Ringers will perform an additional med-
ley of Christmas tunes with the help of a couple of special guests from 

the stable outside of Bethlehem. 

 I look forward to seeing you there this Sunday evening at 6:00 
p.m.  But don’t forget to come early and hear the handbells in the Atri-
um. 
 
STEVE  

Special Called Business Meeting 

 

There will be a special called business meeting Sunday,  December 9, 
2012 after the evening service. This meeting will be to hear about and 
vote on the HTBC Discipleship University that will begin in  

January. 

Special Friends Angel Tree 
 

Deadline to return the gifts is December 19.    

 

We need your help!  We need the person who took Jennifer Lunsford, 
name to call please call Dee Sindle, as soon as possible. Her number is 
903-456-3429.   

New Members Class 

Sunday, December 9, 2012  at 9:30 am in B206. 

 

 
Monday, December 10, 2012 

10:00am  B103 

 

Come and join us.  We are beginning a new study series! 

 

YOUTH  CHRISTMAS OUTING

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK

Friday, December 28, 2012

12:00 noon

$25.00

Sign up at the Lighthouse

Don’t forget to sign up for our 55 Plus 
New Year’s Eve party.  The fun begins at 
8:00 pm in the GYM on Monday, Decem-
ber 31.   

Bring finger food to enjoy.  We will play games and 
sometime near 12:00 am we will celebrate with Black 
Eye Peas and Cornbread.      

See you there! 

Dr. F. Bobby Atkins  

BAtkins@highlandterrace.org 

Dr. Kelly Carr 

KCarr@highlandterrace.org 

Bro. Royce Litchfield—   

                           royce@highlandterrace.org 

Bro. StevePayne 

steve@highlandterrace.org 

Jonathan Carpenter 

JCarpenter@highlandterrace.org 

Angela Hudgins 

Angela@highlandterrace.org 

Dena Arnold 

Dena@highlandterrace.org 

Wanda Suggs 

wandas@highlandterrace.org 

Ruth Hardy 

ruth@highlandterrace.org 

Results of the 2013 Budget Vote 

97% yes 

3% no 

HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED? 
Please notify the church office (903-455-2970 ) if you have a 
new address (residential, email) and/or new phone numbers.  

 
Thank you! 


